H6603  INFORMATION STORAGE & RETRIEVAL



H6603  ASSIGNMENT 2

TERM PAPER

Instructions
A term paper is to be written and submitted for your Assignment 2.   Collectively, these papers report on different issues in the study of information storage and retrieval.  They will be very useful for readers who wish to have a concise and yet informative insight on the topics.  Potential areas/topics to work on are shown below.  You may choose to work on one of these topics or propose another relevant topic which is of relevance to information storage and retrieval.  The topic chosen must not have been covered in any of the 2000/2001 – 2001/2002 term papers (with the exception of e.g. ‘Future trends/developments in IR’). 

       Potential Areas/Topics for Term Paper – Current Developments in IR

Beyond Traditional IR
· Ontology-based IR

· Current developments in Adaptive IR

· Role of IR in Discovering information in context

· Role of IR in Knowledge management

· Future Trends in IR research

· Current developments in Multimedia retrieval

Vocabulary Control Tools 

· Use of Thesauri/Other vocabulary control tools in Knowledge representation systems, Semantic Web, Information extraction, …

Automated Indexing & Classification

· Automated Web content (e.g. online news, newspaper classified advertisements, health information) classification and indexing

Development in Standards

· Vocabulary modelling and Exchange standards (e.g. MARC21 Concise Format, Concise UNIMARC, ISO 16642 Terminology Markup Framework, The Ontology Inference Language, Zthes: Z39.50 Profile for Thesaurus Navigation, …)

· Standards for Metadata Vocabulary (e.g. ISO 3166, RFC 2396 URI, …)

Evaluation

· Value of TREC (Text REtrieval Conferences) collections for IR researches?

· Effectiveness/Success of LCSH or DDC?

You may work on this assignment Individually or form a Group of Two or Three or Four (not more than 4) to work on this assignment.  In the case of a group, all members of the group will receive the same group mark.

Deliverables (Part I):

You or your group are required to propose and submit two Topics (individual assignment) or three Topics (group assignment) together with an Abstract for each topic proposed to your instructors via the BlackBoard – Digital Drop Box.
A MS Word file containing:

(a) Topic No. 1 (Title of Term Paper):

      e.g.  A Review Of The Status Of Twenty Digital Libraries

(b) Individual name OR Group name + List of members particulars (Names + Matric 

     Numbers)

(c) Abstract for Topic No.1 (each abstract to be of 150-200 words)

     e.g.

Recent proliferation of research in digital libraries has given rise to a number of working 

     digital libraries around the world. These digital libraries have been defined, designed and 

     developed differently, and therefore the experience that one might have from one 

     particular digital library might not be the same with other digital libraries.  The current 

     status of …

     (Some useful guides to writing abstracts are attached in Appendix II)

Submission of Abstracts:
Subject: "H6603 Assignment 2.1 – your_name OR your_group_name" 
Filename: your_name OR your_group_name.doc

Date of Submission: On or before Saturday, 24 August 2002 (Week 6)
Your instructors will examine the topics that you or your group have proposed and submitted, and will finalise on the ONE topic for your individual or group assignment.

Deliverables (Part II)
The final term paper should be between 3000 to 3500 words (single line spacing, Times New Roman font, Size 11 for text, and Size 12 for headers and sub-headers) including an abstract of around 150 to 200 words. Appendices, if any, are excluded in the total count of words and may be used to provide more relevant detailed information.  Figures, if any, should be appropriately sized (e.g. 100 mm width by 75 mm height).  Use the Blackboard’s Digital Drop Box for the final submission of your term paper.
Notes for preparation of term paper:

(1) In-line references are not required in the text body of the paper. However, each paper shall contain a list of references that will lead the reader to the “best” literature for a fuller treatise of the topic, as well as a “best” list of Web resources that addresses the topic.   These should be accompanied by a brief remark to aid the reader in reference and resource selection.  Full and proper citations using the APA style (or some other style) must be used.  You can consult the NTU Library web-site for more information on citation styles.

(2) An example of the format of the paper is attached in Appendix I. The header containing the title of the paper and your name is centred; all other headers are left-justified, and the text body is fully justified on both left and right margins.  

Marks will be given for the quality of content, appropriate level of details, list of useful references and list of quality online resources.   The assignment is worth 15 marks.

Submission of Term Paper:
Subject: "H6603 Assignment 2.2 – your_name OR your_group_name" 
Filename: your_name OR your_group_name.doc

Date of Submission: On or before Saturday, 28 September 2002 (Week 10)
Appendix I

A Review Of The Status Of Twenty Digital Libraries (i.e. Title of paper)

Your_full_name,  Semester 1, Academic Year 2002/2003

Abstract

Recent proliferation of research in digital libraries has given rise to a number of working digital libraries around the world. These digital libraries have been defined, designed and developed differently, and therefore the experience that one might have ….

Introduction

Digital library research has drawn much attention not only in the developed countries but also in developing countries. Improvements in information technology and increased funding towards information infrastructure have led to the development of a wide range of digital library collections and services. 
…..

Insert appropriate sub-headers and text

Conclusion (optional but recommended)

Digital libraries of today, though quite useful, need some improvements in terms of the user interfaces, and information retrieval facilities. There seems to be two different types of digital libraries in the future. …..
List of References

1. Rusbridge, C. (1998) Towards the Hybrid Library,  D-Lib Magazine, 2 (8), 217-220.  Also available at:  ( http://mirrored.ukoln.ac.uk/lis-journals/dlib/dlib/dlib/july98/rusbridge/07rusbridge.html) 

-article written by the Programme Director, Electronic Libraries Programme,  University of Warwick and provides background of the UK eLib programme.

….

List of Web Resources

1.   Digital Libraries Initiative - Phase 2

( http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/1998/nsf9863/nsf9863.htm ), Last visited: 27 July 2000

- site describes the background of the US DLI Phase 2 initiative, including its objectives, 

  areas of work, …

Note: The List of References and Web Resources may optionally be organised using a two-column format.  The first column lists the citations and the second column the remarks.

Appendix (if any)

Insert any appendix (e.g. screen dumps,  listing of thesaurus, etc.)

Appendix II

Guidelines to Writing An Abstract

What is an abstract?

An abstract is a condensed version of a longer piece of writing that highlights the major points covered, concisely describes the content and scope of the writing and reviews the writing's contents in abbreviated form. 

What types of abstracts are typically used?

Two types of abstracts are typically used: 

1. Descriptive Abstracts 

· tell readers what information the report, article, or paper contains. 

· include the purpose, methods and scope of the report, article or paper.  

· are always very short, usually under 150 words. 

· introduce the subject to readers, who must then read the report, article or paper to find out the author's results, conclusions or recommendations.

2. Informative Abstracts (usually used for paper reporting experimental/research results)

· communicate specific information from the report, article or paper. 

· include the purpose, methods and scope of the report, article or paper. 

· provide the report, article or paper's results, conclusions and recommendations. 

· are short, depending upon the length of the original work being abstracted. Usually informative abstracts are 10% or less of the length of the original piece. 

· allow readers to decide whether they want to read the report, article or paper.

Qualities of a Good Abstract

An effective abstract has the following qualities: 

· uses an introduction/body/conclusion structure which presents the article, paper or report's purpose, results, conclusions and recommendations in that order. 

· follows strictly the chronology of the article, paper or report. 

· provides logical connections (or transitions) between the information included. 

· adds no new information, but simply summarises the report. 

· is understandable to a wide audience. 

· oftentimes uses passive verbs to downplay the author and emphasise the information.

Some other useful sources of guides:

· Writing Abstracts: Guidelines for Metadata Development

       http://www.ciesin.org/metadata/documentation/abstracts/guidelines.html
· University of Alberta (Canada) – Guide to writing abstracts

http://www.library.ualberta.ca/guides/annotations/index.cfm
· Relevant publications by Chan, S.K. & Foo, S.

http://islab.sas.ntu.edu.sg:8000/user/schubert/
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