Nanyang Technological University

Division of Information Studies

H6614 Internet and Web Technologies

Assignment 1

Description

This will be a team project consisting of 2 or 3 members per team. Neither single-person teams nor teams with 4 or more people will be allowed. This assignment will require you to create a “portal”/web site on any one of the following topics:

· Information retrieval

· Digital libraries

· Metadata for educational resources

· Semantic Web/Ontology

Topics are assigned on a first-come, first-served basis. That is, all topics will have an equal number of teams. Please e-mail the instructor a list of at least 2 topics in order of preference as soon as possible. Consult the instructor if you have any questions about the topics.

Your “portal” will have limited features and is thus not a true portal like Yahoo. The main feature of your portal will be an organized collection of annotated resources (links) relevant to the chosen topic. The goal of the portal is education, that is, you will assume that users visit your portal in order to learn more about the topic.

In order to create a useful list of resources, you will need to think of the following issues:

· Who is your target audience?

· What needs does your web site want to cater for this audience?

· What type of information will be useful to meet those needs?

· How should the information be organized/categorized?

For example, if you choose the Information Retrieval option, you may start by looking at the types of topics taught in the Information Retrieval and Storage class and then think about what kinds of resources will help students in the class. Some examples include source code, links to articles, conferences/seminars, etc. Some of these categories apply to the other topics as well. You may also check other web sites for inspiration.

Uploading

The portal will be uploaded to the H6614 project web site in an appropriately named subdirectory by the due date. Ensure that the entire site is properly tested and debugged. The FTP site is located at islab2.sas.ntu.edu.sg (port 8080). Please refer to Tutorial 1 for more information. 

Report

A printed report of up to 5 pages (excluding cover page and diagrams) must also be handed in on the due date. The report will include the following information: 

· Purpose of the portal

· Issues guiding the development of your portal (see Description section)

· Overview of the contents of the portal and where the resources were located 

· An explanation and justification of your site design 

· URL of the portal

Requirements

· The entire resource list should have breadth and depth of coverage.

· Each resource will be accompanied by a descriptive annotation so that a visitor to your portal will have enough information to decide if the link is worth traversing.

· The portal should be well designed in terms of layout, graphics and typography, with usability issues taken into account.

· The home page of your portal should contain the names and e-mail addresses of all team members.

· Reports longer than 5 pages will be marked down by 10% per page.

Due Date

The due date (portal and report) is 10 September 2002, although you are encouraged to submit the assignment earlier so that you will have more time for Assignment 2.

Assignments handed in after 10 September 2002 will be marked down by 10% per day. No assignments will be accepted after 17 September 2002.





























































